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For capital punishment

Capital punishment is a legal form of punishment in Taiwan, the Republic of China. Before 2000, Taiwan
had a relatively high execution rate when some strict laws were still in effect in the harsh political
environment. However, after some controversial cases during the 1990s plus some officials' attitude
towards abolition, the number of executions dropped significantly, with only three executions in 2005 and
" none between 2006 and 2009. Execution resumed in 2010 after strong pro-capital punishment activities

burst out earlier that year.

Minister of Justice Wang Ching-feng's resignation has toughed off a public debate over whether Taiwan
should abolish the death penalty. She stepped down because she would not sign an order for execution of
those convicts on the death row. Convinced that capital punishment violates human rights, she has been
campaigning for the abolition of the death penalty. She vowed not to sign one single death warrant while

in office.

From time immemorial, the Homo sapience had to cull black sheep to maintain peace and order in society.
Different nations have gradually conceived the idea of ending capital punishment in their own time. Most
of the Judeo-Christian countries have abolished the death penalty, but Judaism at first demanded an eye
for an eye. As a matter of fact, Moslem peoples still insist on capital punishment for murderers and
offenders of other blackest crimes. So are most of the peoples in Asia, including those of us in Taiwan.

Based on your understanding of Buddhist doctrine, what would be the Buddhist view of
the Death Penalty? (/007)




