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Peter [lich Tchaikovsky was born on May 7, 1840, in Viotkinsk, Russia. He studied
to be & lawyer and later worked as a clerk in the Minisiry of Justice, but finally his creative
talent was clearly revealed. Hearing the music of Mozar's Don Giovanni helped him make
the decision to devote his life to music. At the age of twenty-three he entered the newly
founded conservatory of 5t Petersburg, which was begun by Anton Rubinstein. Working
intensely hard, he completed the course in three years. He was then recommended by
Rubinstein for a teaching position at the Conservatory of Moscow in 1866, and about that
time he began to composs seriously. He remained there for twelve years s a professor of
harmmony.

While still teaching at the Conservatory of Moscow, Tchaikovsky at the age of

twenty nine composed his fantasy Romeo and Juller, 1t 15 one of his finest works and marks
the beginning of his career. Considering how late Tchaikovsky came to the serious study of
music, the quickness of his technical development is amazing He greatly admired
Shakespeare and Dickens, especially Pickwick Papers. Tchaikovsky found great pleasure in
literature and the theater.
The music of Tehaikovsky is a mixture of folk melody, cosmopolitan ltalian opera, French
hallet, and German symphony, but still very Russian. His immense popularity is due 1o
tunefulness and beautiful melodies that sweep over one like a wave, and also his brilliant
orchestration, He was the first Russian composer to gain interational fame.

Angwering questions in English :
I. Wha is the founder of Conservatory of 5t. Petershurg?

2. How long did Tehaikovsky stay in Conservatory of 5. Petershurg as a professor?
3. Which work marked Tehaikovsky's career as a composer?

4, What makes Tchaikovsky famous in the world?

5. Who were the English writers that influcnced Tchaikovsky?
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Similarly, the way that people view art also depends on their cultural
background. For most Ewropeans and Americans, art serves mainly as
decoration. However, in much of the rest of the world, art 15 not considered to
be separate from everyday existence. [t has a function. (1(0Fa)
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In your couniry, is the cconomy better or worse than it was five or ten years ago?

Why? (10%)

What kinds of travel are most interesting to you? Why? (10%)
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